COMMUNION OF THE SICK

Invitation: My brothers and sisters, to prepare our-
selves for this celebration, let us call to mind our
sins.

| confess to almighty God,

and to you, here present,

that | have sinned through my own fault
in my thoughts and in my words,

in what | have done,

and in what | have failed to do;

and | ask blessed Mary, ever virgin,

all the angels and saints,

and you, here present,

to pray for me to the Lord our God.

May almighty God have mercy on us,

forgive us our sins,

and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.

Now let us pray as Christ the Lord has
taught us:
Lord’s Prayer:

Communion:
This is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the world.
Happy are those who are called to His sup-
per.

Lord, I am not worthy that You should
enter under my roof.,

but only say the word and my soul shall
be healed.

The body of Christ.

Prayer after Communion:
Let us pray.

Father,

may the food we receive in the
Eucharist

help our eternal redemption.

Keep within us the vigour of Your Spirit
and protect the gifts You have

given to Your Church.

We ask this in the name of Jesus the
Lord
Amen

May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen
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A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter said:
'Rulers of the people, and elders! If you are
questioning us today about an act of
kindness to a cripple, and asking us

how he was healed, then | am glad to tell
you all, and would indeed be glad to tell
the whole people of Israel, that it was by
the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene,
the one you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead, by this name and by no
other that this man is able to stand up
perfectly healthy, here in your presence
today. This is the stone rejected by you
the builders, but which has proved to be
the keystone. For of all the names in the
world given to men, this is the only one
by which we can be saved.'

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm:

R. The stone rejected by the builders has
become the corner stone.

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
for his love has no end.

It is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in men:

it is better to take refuge in the Lord
than to trust in princes. R.

| will thank you for you have given answer
and you are my saviour.

The stone which the builders rejected

has become the corner stone.

This is the work of the Lord,

a marvel in our eyes. R.

Blessed in the name of the Lord

is he who comes.

We bless you from the house of the Lord;
| will thank you for you have given answer
and you are my saviour.

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good;

for his love has no end. R.
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A reading from the first letter of St John

Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us,

by letting us be called God's children;

and that is what we are.

Because the world refused to acknowledge him,
therefore it does not acknowledge us.

My dear people, we are already the children of God
but what we are to be in the future has not yet been

revealed;

all we know is, that when it is revealed
we shall be like him

because we shall see him as he really is.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to John

Jesus said:

'l am the good shepherd:

the good shepherd is one who lays down
his life for his sheep.

The hired man, since he is not the shepherd
and the sheep do not belong to him,
abandons the sheep and runs away

as soon as he sees a wolf coming,

and then the wolf attacks and scatters the sheep;
this is because he is only a hired man
and has no concern for the sheep.

| am the good shepherd;

| know my own

and my own know me,

just as the Father knows me

and | know the Father;

and | lay down my life for my sheep.

And there are other sheep | have

that are not of this fold,

and these | have to lead as well.

They too will listen to my voice,

and there will be only one flock

and one shepherd.

The Father loves me,

because | lay down my life

in order to take it up again.

No one takes it from me;

I lay it down of my own free will,

and as it is in my power to lay it down,
so it is in my power to take it up again;
and this is the command | have been given
by my Father.'

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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